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Danvers celebrates Patriots Day with health crisis in mind
DANVERS — The Danvers
Historical Society hosted a
Patriots Day procession on
Monday, April 20, with the
Danvers Alarm List Company, Operation Troop Support and the Danvers Police
Department, and it looked a
little different this year.
With driving one of the few
things that can be done while
social distancing during
the coronavirus pandemic,
many volunteers from each
organization came together
to drive in the procession.
There were stops at specific cemeteries, where the
Danvers Alarm List re-enactors fired a volley with their
muskets to commemorate
Revolutionary War heroes
who died for their country
on April 19, 1775. Everyone
wore masks or other face
coverings and stood several
feet apart.
Once the ceremonies were
finished, a Danvers Police
D.A.R.E. vehicle led a Patriots Day convoy of other vehicles through many Danvers
neighborhoods. Surprised
homeowners came out to to
wave, oncoming cars pulled
over to honk and bicycles
rang their bells to help celebrate the occasion.
Coming together on a state
holiday, commemorating
Revolutionary War heroes
and honoring health care
workers during this pandemic all made for a memorable day.
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Danvers Alarm List Company member Henry Rutkowski offers
a moment of silence by removing his hat while wearing latex
gloves due to COVID-19 at the Rebecca Nurse Homestead in
Danvers in observance of Patriots Day.
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Members of the Danvers Alarm List follow social distancing guidelines while taking part in a
Patriots Day ceremony in town.
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Danvers Alarm List Company’s Martha
Driscoll walks away after placing a wreath at
Col. Israel Hutchinson’s grave in observance
of Patriots Day. Col. Hutchinson fought in
the Battle of Lexington on April 19, 1775.
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Danvers Alarm List Company members, all standing
several feet apart with their faces covered, fire a
salute at Porter’s Burial Ground in observance of
Patriots Day in Danvers.
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Danvers Alarm List Company members walk past
Rebecca Nurse’s gravesite at the Rebecca Nurse
Homestead in Danvers .

Motorcade helps centenarian
celebrate her big day
By Ethan Forman
Staff Writer

DANVERS — The rain,
wind and global coronavirus pandemic couldn’t stop
family and friends of Irene
Francis “Frannie” Bianchi
from celebrating the longtime Salem resident’s 100th
birthday Friday.
Bianchi was bundled up
outside one of her daughter’s
homes on Kirkbride Drive for
the surprise parade of cars
and public safety vehicles
that came by around 12:45
p.m.
“She was really thrilled
about the parade,” said
granddaughter Shannon
Bessin, of Boxford, who

planned the parade over
the past few weeks with her
sister, Jaime Andrews, of
Marblehead.
The parade included about
30 family and friends, some
of whom had driven from different states. The motorcade
also included two state police
cruisers, three Danvers
police cars and a Danvers
fire truck.
Bianchi was born in Lowell
on April 24, 1920 — after the
great Spanish flu pandemic
from 1918-19 — and her family moved to Salem in 1929.
She came from a family of
seven (four boys, two girls)
and her six siblings have all
since died, Bessin said.
She worked at Mohegan’s

Market where she met her
husband, Albert Biaggio
Bianchi. The couple married in 1941 and lived on
Jackson Terrace in Salem.
They had three daughters
who were raised in Salem,
first on Jackson Terrace
before the family moved
to Castle Road in 1963.
Daughter Joan Aucone lives
in Danvers, while Nancy
Adrien lives in Maine and
Alice Bianchi lives in Salem
and Florida.
Bianchi started working
at Sylvania on Boston Street
in Salem in 1962, and later
worked at a plant on Loring
Avenue.
In 2000, Albert Bianchi —
who served in the Army in
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Irene Francis “Frannie” Bianchi,
of Salem, celebrated her 100th
birthday on Friday.

World Ward II, then worked
as a mason and in a leather
factory in Peabody — died.
Bianchi had four grandchildren (one has since died)
and she has six great-grandchildren who visit with her
often.
The parade rolled by the
home of Aucone, Bessin’s
mother, where Frannie was Irene Francis “Frannie” Bianchi celebrated her 100th birthday
visiting as she greeted fam- watching a parade of family, friends, and public safety vehicles
drive by her daughter’s home in Danvers.
ily and friends.

New food program for veterans in need at NSCC
DANVERS — North Shore starting this Wednesday.
Community College is hostThe drive-through pop-up
ing a free bi-weekly food program will run from 10
distribution program for vet- a.m. to noon in parking lot 6,
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and Student Services building. Distributions will occur
every other Wednesday at
that time, until the coronavirus pandemic has eased, the

college says.
Veterans who want to participate in the program must
sign up online at vneoc.org or
massmilitarysupportfoundation.org, under one of the
distribution sites noted on

and Shaheen Brothers Food
Distributing.
A similar pop-up center
also began this week at
Northern Essex Community
College, where more than
70 boxes of food were dis-

we thought there is a need
locally, why not see if they
would be willing to geographically expand the program,”
Hewins said. “Everyone has
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so wonderful, this all
came about very quickly due

