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DANVERS — North Shore 
Community College is host-
ing a free bi-weekly food 
distribution program for vet-
erans at its Danvers campus, 

starting this Wednesday.
The drive-through pop-up 

program will run from 10 
a.m. to noon in parking lot 6, 
near the Health Professions 

and Student Services build-
ing. Distributions will occur 
every other Wednesday at 
that time, until the coronavi-
rus pandemic has eased, the 

college says.
Veterans who want to par-

ticipate in the program must 
sign up online at vneoc.org or 
massmilitarysupportfounda-
tion.org, under one of the 
distribution sites noted on 
that website, or otherwise 
call 978-372-3626.

The program, which fol-
lows up on other Food4Vets 
efforts from the Mass Mili-
tary Support Foundation, is 
aimed at getting groceries to 
local veterans who may not 
be comfortable shopping at 
a supermarket at this time 
or who are running short on 
money to buy food, NSCC 
says.

This is an all-volunteer 
collaboration organized 
by the Veterans Northeast 
Outreach Center (VNOC) 
of Haverhill, Food4Vets, and 
supported by Eagle Leasing 

and Shaheen Brothers Food 
Distributing.

A similar pop-up center 
also began this week at 
Northern Essex Community 
College, where more than 
70 boxes of food were dis-
tributed to veterans. Each 
box includes canned goods, 
non-perishable food items 
and personal hygiene prod-
ucts that should support two 
people for two weeks.

Gail Hewins, outreach 
coordinator for VNOC, said 
Eagle Leasing donated two 
40-foot storage containers 
to store non-perishable food 
kits that preregistered vet-
erans can pick up. Shaheen 
Brothers, meanwhile, is 
providing perishable items, 
including produce, dairy and 
snacks.

“ W h e n  t h i s  p r o j e c t 
started at Gillette Stadium 

we thought there is a need 
locally, why not see if they 
would be willing to geograph-
ically expand the program,” 
Hewins said. “Everyone has 
been so wonderful, this all 
came about very quickly due 
to everyone’s interest and 
willingness to participate.”

She added that Food4Vets 
started out with the goal of 
providing 50,000 food boxes 
to veterans in New England 
who have limited access to 
food due to the crisis. This 
week, the program served 
up its millionth meal.

“We were excited to get 
on-board when we were 
approached and look for-
ward to contributing to this 
wonderful initiative,” said 
Kristine Babcock, the student 
veterans services coordina-
tor at NSCC.

~ John Castelluccio

New food program for veterans in need at NSCC
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Members of the Danvers Alarm List follow social distancing guidelines while taking part in a 
Patriots Day ceremony in town.

JAIME CAMPOS/Staff photo
Danvers Alarm List Company members, all standing 
several feet apart with their faces covered, fire a 
salute at Porter’s Burial Ground in observance of 
Patriots Day in Danvers.

JAIME CAMPOS/Staff photo
Danvers Alarm List Company’s Martha 
Driscoll walks away after placing a wreath at 
Col. Israel Hutchinson’s grave in observance 
of Patriots Day. Col. Hutchinson fought in 
the Battle of Lexington on April 19, 1775. 

JAIME CAMPOS/Staff photo
Danvers Alarm List Company members walk past 
Rebecca Nurse’s gravesite at the Rebecca Nurse 
Homestead in Danvers . 

JAIME CAMPOS/Staff photo
Danvers Alarm List Company member Henry Rutkowski offers 
a moment of silence by removing his hat while wearing latex 
gloves due to COVID-19 at the Rebecca Nurse Homestead in 
Danvers in observance of Patriots Day. 

DANVERS — The Danvers 
Historical Society hosted a 
Patriots Day procession on 
Monday, April 20, with the 
Danvers Alarm List Com-
pany, Operation Troop Sup-
port and the Danvers Police 
Department, and it looked a 
little different this year.

With driving one of the few 
things that can be done while 
social distancing during 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
many volunteers from each 
organization came together 
to drive in the procession.

There were stops at spe-
cific cemeteries, where the 
Danvers Alarm List re-enac-
tors fired a volley with their 
muskets to commemorate 
Revolutionary War heroes 
who died for their country 
on April 19, 1775. Everyone 
wore masks or other face 
coverings and stood several 
feet apart.

Once the ceremonies were 
finished, a Danvers Police 
D.A.R.E. vehicle led a Patri-
ots Day convoy of other vehi-
cles through many Danvers 
neighborhoods. Surprised 
homeowners came out to to 
wave, oncoming cars pulled 
over to honk and bicycles 
rang their bells to help cel-
ebrate the occasion.

Coming together on a state 
holiday, commemorating 
Revolutionary War heroes 
and honoring health care 
workers during this pan-
demic all made for a memo-
rable day.

Danvers celebrates Patriots Day with health crisis in mind

DANVERS — The rain, 
wind and global coronavi-
rus pandemic couldn’t stop 
family and friends of Irene 
Francis “Frannie” Bianchi 
from celebrating the long-
time Salem resident’s 100th 
birthday Friday.

Bianchi was bundled up 
outside one of her daughter’s 
homes on Kirkbride Drive for 
the surprise parade of cars 
and public safety vehicles 
that came by around 12:45 
p.m.

“She was really thrilled 
about the parade,” said 
granddaughter Shannon 
Bessin, of Boxford, who 

planned the parade over 
the past few weeks with her 
sister, Jaime Andrews, of 
Marblehead.

The parade included about 
30 family and friends, some 
of whom had driven from dif-
ferent states. The motorcade 
also included two state police 
cruisers, three Danvers 
police cars and a Danvers 
fire truck.

Bianchi was born in Lowell 
on April 24, 1920 — after the 
great Spanish flu pandemic 
from 1918-19 — and her fam-
ily moved to Salem in 1929. 
She came from a family of 
seven (four boys, two girls) 
and her six siblings have all 
since died, Bessin said.

She worked at Mohegan’s 

Market where she met her 
husband, Albert Biaggio 
Bianchi. The couple mar-
ried in 1941 and lived on 
Jackson Terrace in Salem. 
They had three daughters 
who were raised in Salem, 
first on Jackson Terrace 
before the family moved 
to Castle Road in 1963. 
Daughter Joan Aucone lives 
in Danvers, while Nancy 
Adrien lives in Maine and 
Alice Bianchi lives in Salem 
and Florida.

Bianchi started working 
at Sylvania on Boston Street 
in Salem in 1962, and later 
worked at a plant on Loring 
Avenue.

In 2000, Albert Bianchi — 
who served in the Army in 

World Ward II, then worked 
as a mason and in a leather 
factory in Peabody — died. 
Bianchi had four grandchil-
dren (one has since died) 
and she has six great-grand-
children who visit with her 
often.

The parade rolled by the 
home of Aucone, Bessin’s 
mother, where Frannie was 
visiting as she greeted fam-
ily and friends.

Motorcade helps centenarian 
celebrate her big day

By Ethan Forman

Staff Writer

Courtesy photos
Irene Francis “Frannie” Bianchi, 
of Salem, celebrated her 100th 
birthday on Friday.

Irene Francis “Frannie” Bianchi celebrated her 100th birthday 
watching a parade of family, friends, and public safety vehicles 
drive by her daughter’s home in Danvers.
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• Our very own, qualified delivery & installation team
• We SERVICE what we SELL
• Education on use & care of new appliances

• No Interest Financing ALWAYS an option
• Over 52 years experience as a                                 

Family Owned & Operated Business

TO OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS ... Our showroom may be closed,
BUT we are still Selling and Servicing.

Please call the store at 978-777-0166
We can place an order: diana@douglassappliance.com

You can also visit our website at www.douglassappliance.com
Please be safe and stay healthy!

We are a Family Owned/Operated Business 
We are your Neighbor

Make sure these important 
questions are answered according to your 
wishes with a solid estate plan. With 23 
years experience, I have the expertise to 
protect your assets and ensure they are 
distributed according to your wishes, while 
helping your loved ones minimize taxes and 
avoid probate.
Don’t wait another day to make sure your 
family and your final wishes are protected. 
Call and set up an appointment for your 
free one hour consultation and start your 
estate planning process today.

400 Trade Center, Suite 5900  
Woburn, MA 01801 • 781.939.0440

Who will inherit your assets? Who would handle your 
financial affairs and medical decisions if you were rendered 

unable to make them for yourself?

with expert estate planning you can trust 

Law Office of 

F.R. LONGENECKER, IV

The Law Office of 
F.R. Longenecker, IV
Has Your Back

Mulch • Loam • Compost • Lawn & Garden Product • Seed Potatoes • Walla Walla Onions • Hanging Baskets

DANVERS FARM & HOME

9 WENHAM ST. | DANVERS, MA | 978-774-1069 • 54 EMERSON RD. | WALTHAM | 978-894-4880

Family Owned And Operated For Over 40 Years!

We Are 
Here For 

You!

We 
Deliver!

Thank You
First Responders 
from all of us at
Danvers Agway
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